Best of Ohio — Readers’ choice

By RICH WARREN

he readers of Country Living have weighed in,

and here are the winners of this year’s Best of
Ohio awards. We've checked them all out and can
concur that our readers have made some fine choic-
es this year. Many thanks to those who voted and a
special thank you for those who wrote notes telling
us what was unique, fun or festive about their
nominations. It’s clear — readers are passionate
about their “hidden gems” around the Buckeye
State!

Best family-owned restaurant —

Plaza Inn, Mount Victory

For 48 years, folks have been flocking to this town
not just for the many antiques shops that line its
main street but also to dine at the Plaza Inn, crowded
no matter the time of day by diners sampling the fine
home-cooked meals. The Plaza takes special pride in
its fried chicken, served on its popular buffet three
times a week. Sister and brother owners Joan
Wagner and Edward Elliott also have gone the extra
mile for their local electric Cooperatives. During the
famous ice storms a couple winters back, they
cooked on gas stoves by flashlight for the many
linemen repairing the damage. Another unique fea-
ture of the restaurant is that it sits adjacent to an
airstrip, so if you’ve got a mind (and the means!) to
do so, you literally can fly in and eat. In fact, on a
busy weekend, as many as a hundred planes have
done just that. The food is that good!

The Plaza Inn, 491 S. Main St., Mount Victory
(Hardin County), 937-354-2851

(Runner-up win-

ner: Theo'’s,
Cambridge)

(Above) You literally can
Sy to Mount Victory's
Plaza Inn (although
most _folks  drive!)
(Right)  The  North
Market in Columbus.
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Best farmer’s market — North Market, Columbus
The readers have made an interesting choice in this
category. They’'ve picked a farmer’s market in a big
city! Columbus’s North Market has an outdoor
farmer’s market on Saturdays in the summer and
fall, so perhaps the readers were thinking that in
addition to stopping by to pick up some Ohio-grown
produce, they also can pop in to the North Market
itself and browse through the many vendors of
meats, fish, pastry, cheese, wines or ethnic cuisine.
Or maybe they might also step over to the adjacent
bustling Arena District with its many restaurant,
entertainment and sports choices. Clearly, this is a
“destination” farmer’s market!

North Market, 59 Spruce Street, Columbus, 614-
463-9664, www.northmarket.com

(Runner-up: Bergman Orchards, Port Clinton)

Best steakhouse — Stockyard Steakhouse

& Saloon, Marysville

This unique restaurant, housed in what originally
was a grain elevator that then became a coal stor-
age facility, a concrete manufacturing company and
a rubber fencing company, now offers diners a
choice between a full-service fine dining restaurant
and a Western-style saloon, both serving an array
of steaks, pasta and seafood. You also can enjoy
live entertainment, karaoke, sporting events on the
big screen and even cornhole tournaments on the
4,000-square-foot patio.

Stockyard Steakhouse, 404 S. Oak St.,
Marysville (Union County), 937-644-2691,
www.stockyardsteakhouse-ohio.com
(Runner-up: Top Steak House, Columbus)

Best U-pick farm — Schacht’s Farm Market,
Canal Winchester

Readers of Country Living will already know about
Schacht’s, since it was featured in a story we ran in
August of 2006 that focused on this farm’s unique

Stockyard Steakhouse & Saloon in Ma
dining restaurant and a Western-style








